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Joyce Antler is a social and cultural historian, with
special interests in the history of American women; history-astheater; the history of education, and women’s biography. She
has written widely on the history of women, and on Jewish women, and is currently working on a
book on women’s liberation and Jewish identity. She is also a prize-winning historical dramatist,
and works with her students to create original documentary dramas on matters of social urgency.
One of her very well known books: You Never Call! You
Never Write!: A History of the Jewish Mother, provides an illuminating and often amusing history of one of the best-known figures in popular culture--the Jewish Mother over.
She reminds us of a time when Jewish mothers were admired
for their tenacity and nurturance, as in the early twentieth-century image
of the "Yiddishe Mama," a sentimental figure popularized by entertainers
such as George Jessel, Al Jolson, and Sophie Tucker, and especially by
Gertrude Berg, whose amazingly successful "Molly Goldberg" ruled
American radio and television for over 25 years.
But she also uncovers a new counter-narrative, leading feminist scholars and stand-up comediennes to see the Jewish Mother in positive
terms.
A joy to read, You Never Call, You Never Write will delight anyone who has ever known or been nurtured by a "Jewish Mother," and it
will be a special source of insight for modern parents. As Antler suggests, in many ways, "we are
all Jewish Mothers" today.
For Further Information contact: Frona: kidzathart@aol.com or Jessie: jbrra@aol.com
All proceeds from these events benefit Brandeis University's Sustaining the Mind Fund to support
research for diseases such as Alzheimer's, Parkinson's and ALS
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Mission Statement:
Brandeis National Committee is dedicated to
providing philanthropic
support to Brandeis
University, a distinguished liberal arts and
research university
founded by the American Jewish community.
Its membership is connected to the university
through fundraising and
through activities that
reflect the values on
which the university
was founded: academic
excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism,
and service to the community.
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Co-Presidents’ Message
As we have settled into our roles as Co-Presidents,
we are acutely aware of how far we have come,
how much we have learned, how much more we
want to do, and how much we love our jobs. Now
that doesn’t mean…every day, all the time, everything is bliss, but we feel lucky to work together as
partners and to have the opportunity to work for
and on behalf of this wonderful chapter.
We are thankful for our hard-working and supportive Board and all those other members who have
stepped up to help increase our membership, attend our events, lead our study groups, and enhance our chapter in so many different ways.
As we thank those who have impacted our chapter,
we must mention our dear Edie Dellorco, who
passed away this week. She was one of our most
active members, serving on the Board for several
years, participating in groups such as current
events, memoir writing, and a movie group. She
alone founded our Community Service Committee
that has grown and thrived over the past few years
and for which she was honored as Woman of the
Year. She was truly a role model, personifying all
that Brandeis National Committee means to us,
e specia lly
friend sh ip,
le arnin g,
and

dedication to
the
greater
g o o d .
There is a role
for you to play
in promoting
new and creative ideas for
our chapter in
the
coming
months. Everyone one of you has talents and experience that can benefit and improve our chapter.
Be part of our team and enjoy the journey with us.
Our Nominating Committee will meet next month.
Let us know what we can do for you and what you
can do for us. Sue and I look forward to the adventures and to the challenges ahead and with your
help, we look forward to successfully meeting all our
goals.
Thank you,
Your Co-Presidents:
Nancy Minkow NVMLCSW@aol.com 818-730-8797
Sue Geiger sueaew@sbcglobal.net 805-587-8550

Brandeis Conejo Community Social Justice /
Committee Service
Our Community Service Committee believes
that you will “Empower Yourself”
by Giving Back.
Two weeks ago, the Social Justice Committee enjoyed a
lovely lunch with Edie Dellorco. Edie had several bags of
donations to be distributed to those in need. She and I had
spoken several times before she passed away. She and I
were co-leaders for many years; her wisdom and dedication
made our committee dynamic and fun. I recall our making
challahs with hundreds of friends and daughters, offering a
wonderful evening in support of Israel.
This year, our
Chanukah Party will provide food for SOVA Food
Bank,Toys for Tots, Conejo Valley and Ronald McDonald House. Thank you to members who have donated toiletries for the homeless, and For Our Troops, These items
can be obtained from hotel visits with no charge added on your hotel bill.
With coupons, you can buy one can of food and get one can at no charge. We are delighted to
welcome a new member, Barbara Hersh. to our group. When we get out in the community, we spread the word and the good deeds of our chapter. Being concerned for
the needs of our community does our heart good"
Enjoy a healthy and wonderful
N e w
Y e a r ! ! ! ! !
For
any
information
or
for
pick-ups
Gertie Sanders gertiesanders@gmail.com 805-230-1252

please

em ail
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Brandeis University
policy
for sharing names
"It is the policy of Brandeis University, the Brandeis National
Committee, and the Conejo Valley
Chapter that membership lists
and event registration lists may
not be shared with other organizations. They are the property of
the Conejo Valley Chapter. In
order to insure the privacy of
each individual, our members
may not use our lists for any purpose other than that for which
they were created."
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MEMBERSHIP UPDATES
We're so excited to see how much our chapter has grown. Many thanks to our members who have been encouraging their family & friends to become part of our award winning
chapter.
In the five years my husband & I have been members, we've seen our friendships increase
while supporting important research at the university.
On Tuesday, January 19th, we plan to hold a new member coffee at Leisure Village in
Camarillo. Please check our website for this & other upcoming events.
As the New Year approaches, let others know about our events & study groups, so they, too,
can enrich their lives.

Helene Phillips Membership V.P.
sweethelene75@yahoo.com

805-807-4846

Leah Cohen
Paula Bookbinder
Lana & Wayne Collier
Joanie Osler
Susan & Andy Moses

OPEN BOARD MEETINGS
BOARD MEETINGS ARE
THE 1ST THURSDAY
OF THE MONTH - 10:00 AM

JoLinda Greene
Nikki Wimsatt
Diane Levine
Miriam Rose
Renee Merkow
Madeline Bynder
Diane Lipson
Iris & Marvin Antell
Jackie Streiter

TEMPLE ETZ CHAIM
(most months)
1080 E. Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA
or Thousand Oaks Library
1401 E. Janss Road, Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
Please call Nancy Minkow 818-730-8797 or
Sue Geiger 805-587-8550 to verify time and place
All members are welcome.

Audrey Israel
Juliann Laufer
Leslie Joseph
Edina & Steve Russak
Gayle & Steve Aron
Margie Hausman
Robert Giuffrida
Valerie Knight
Dorothy Charnaw

News And Views Staff
Editor-In-Chief:
Alvira Klain - alvira@woman-only.com
Copy Editor:
Barbara Jimerson - bjj707@verizon.net

Golda Brill
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STUDY GROUPS NEWS and UPDATES:
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Study Group Committee Report for Brandeis Conejo
Winter Edition 2015

WE ARE LISTENING………….
As you can see based on the groups mentioned below we have heard
your suggestions and are in the process of bringing them to fruition.
Please continue to let the Study Group VPs know your ideas for new
study groups.

NOW YOU CAN DO YOUR PART:
Brandeis members: If you have asked to be in a group and you have received an email or a phone call because we, the VPs are trying to start a
group or fill a vacancy, PLEASE return the call /email and indicate whether or not you are still interested. The
VPs are trying to fill the needs and wishes of the members, but when you do not respond, it slows down the
process and you will be removed from the list.
Please contact: Judy Perlman at judithfp@gmail.com if you are interested in the following groups:
Creative Writing/Memoir Writing Study Group:
If you're interested in writing a memoir, short story, magazine article, novel or poetry then our Study Group is exactly what you
want. We are open to anyone from a fledgling writer to someone that has written a novel and is excited to share with the group. We
meet on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. There are limited spaces available.
Women's Issues:
Interested in talking, laughing, learning, sharing information about topics that are important to you ? "The Salon" meets the third
Monday of the month from 11-1 including lunch provided by the host of the month.
Walking on Wednesday:
We need more walkers. Give it a try. Every Wednesday at 9:30 AM.
MEN's Sport Group
Want to talk sports or maybe even attend an event? There are a few men who are eager to start a group but we need more men
who want to get together once a month. Try it!
Mah Jongg:
We are trying to start one more group and two tables are better than one. Right now we are trying for one table, but who knows; two
might happen as well. If you already play, let us help coordinate a new group of Brandeis players.
And How about a Men's Lunch and Learn:
A few men have expressed interest and have requested an attempt to start this group. We need many more men to be willing to
meet once a month, have lunch, and listen to and perhaps learn, laugh, enjoy a guest speaker.
On The Town:
There are two enthusiastic and very capable new members who are rarin' to go to start and lead a new On The Town Group. It will
meet the first Tuesday of the month and will include day and some evening outings. Sounds terrific, but we need you to respond.
Interested in learning about Critical Thinking?
This could be a fascinating and enlightening group open to many phases of critical thinking; from art, and science to the spoken and
written word. This would be a new group so we need your response and we will figure a day and time once we get going.
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STUDY GROUPS NEWS and UPDATES:
Contact Marsha Gruen: gruenm@aol.com if you are interested in the groups listed below:
Theatre Going Group: A new group forming to visit the wonderful theatre productions offered in our area. The group will be taking
advantage of evening and matinee productions and visit local as well as in-town theatres.
Couples Current Events:
Current Current Events groups have been very successful and at the present do not have any openings – so we are forming a new
group for couples. The group will discuss current events from international, national and local news. A leader and coordinator have
offered to lead this group.
Women’s Movie Group:
Due to demand a new Women’s Movie Group is forming. Pick a new movie each month to view on your own or attend the movie as
a group – this will be decided by the group –and meet to review the movie.
Couples Legal Puzzlers:
Discussion of current legal issues as we become the best of juries. This group is already running and has an opening for one couple
– first come first served.

New Groups forming, to begin in January:
Hebrew Language, taught by Nancy Federman.
Kabbalah, taught by Rabbi Lisa Block.
Women's Healthy Living Discussion group.
Holiday Celebration group.

Study group leaders:
Have any news,
pictures or updates
to share?
Please email to:
alvira@woman-only.com

Living Single Potpourri group.
If interested, Contact Elaine Bercy cyberbercy@aol.com
Do a mitzvah! Do you speak Yiddish? The Yiddish study group needs a teacher.
They meet on the 3rd Thursday of the month. contact Elaine Bercy cyberbercy@aol.com
Now is the time to take control and get healthy!
Join our Women's Healthy Living Discussion group. First meeting is December 10.
Contact Elaine Bercy cyberbercy@aol.com

Your Study Group Vice-Presidents :
Judy Perlman: judithfp@gmail.com
Marsha Gruen: gruenm@aol.com
Elaine Bercy: cyberbercy@aol.com
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON AND BOUTIQUE
Our Fall Luncheon and Boutique was a huge success. Norman Fox and the Rob Roys rocked the room.
Everyone was up dancing and singing to all the great music. The Boutique had great items for sale.

Silent Auction had the most choices we've ever had . Comments were unanimous… It was the
best event ever. On April 18 we will present our Spring Speakers Event. It will be held at the Agoura
Hills Event Center, Agoura Hills. This event replaces Books N Brunch. We will be featuring authors and
interesting speakers. More details will follow.
FUNDRAISING VP
Barbara Polisky—ipolisky@aol.com
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION

HOLIDAY SEASON IS HERE!!!
And we have the perfect gift.

A Gift Card to Brent’s.
FOR EVERY GIFT CARD THAT YOU PURCHASE BRENT’S GIVES BRANDEIS CONEJO VALLEY A
GENEROUS CONTRIBUTION. WE ALL EAT OUT OFTEN AND AT BRENT’S MORE OFTEN SO GET
YOUR MEAL, DONATION, AND TAX DEDUCTION
Jackie - jacjer@socal.rr.com
(for the San Fernando Valley and Calabasas)
and Renee - rsnh16@gmail.com (for Westlake, Thousand Oaks and Agoura)
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On Thursday, Sept. 17, 2015
23 members of the Brandeis Conejo Valley Chapter - Daytime Divas Study Group went to lend a hand packing boxes For
The Troops.
We came with many items requested to help our troops in Afghanistan.
This is the notice they got from FOR THE TROOPS which includes the letter from LTC Whitney

Thank you letter from LTC Whitney:
Thank you SO much for the box of wonderful goodies! I was very excited to get a box, as is everyone and we all share-n-share alike.
All the items you sent will go to good use! It's volunteers like you all and our families who keep us going! Thank you! LTC Whitney"
__________________________________________________________
Note: SGT Stacy was a point of contact for a unit. SGT Stacy told us that some of their soldiers did not have family members to send
them care packages while there and would mean a lot. We shipped 28 packages. Below is the thank you email from SGT Stacy:
"I just wanted to send you an email saying THANK YOU!!! The boxes arrived on a day when all the Soldiers needed a little pick me up
and they were perfect! We all really appreciate what you are doing for us and other Soldiers away from their families!"
__________________________________________________

Thank you all for your support on behalf of our military! Your support is desperately needed and greatly appreciated! As you know we are an ALL VOLUNTEER 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that operates solely by donation. If you can help us, please we need your support. Anything and everything helps! To date, we have shipped off
over 134,000 boxes! Help us reach our next goal of 200,000 boxes!
Thank you for your help! We couldn't do it without you.
Special Event: Writer/Performer: SAUL H. JACOBS
and Pianist Bob Lipson
for a Performed Presentation of Cole Porter

Knosh and Knowledge luncheon October 27, 2015
Our Knosh and Knowledge enjoyed a delicious lunch at
Rustico’s and following lunch we learned about the Ventura Grand Jury and how to apply. We also learned about
some of the cases they have solved most recently. A lovely
afternoon was had by all.
Sheila Clapkin
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Daytime Divas At Chen Museum.

Couples on Shark Tours in Santa Barbara

The Chen Art Gallery is a private, non-profit art gallery displaying the personal art collection of Dr. Tei Fu Chen, founder and
chairman of Sunrider in Torrance, CA

SPECIAL EVENT:
Sunday,
February 28th, 2016
Etz Chaim Temple
FRITZ COLEMAN
We are delighted to welcome
Fritz Coleman, comedian, playwright and NBC weatherman.

This guarantees an afternoon
of humor and laughter and we
encourage you to bring family
and friends to this event.
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The Nominating Committee needs your help!!

2015-16 SLATE OF OFFICERS & DIRECTORS
RECOMMENDATION FORM
The Nominating Committee will be convening soon to begin the process of selecting nominees to fill vacancies for various elected Officer and Director Board positions for the year 2015-16. We will be working
very hard to ensure the continued success and friendly spirit of our Conejo Valley Chapter.
If you would be interested in serving or if you know of any chapter member who you think would be an
asset to our incoming Board, please contact Susan Barnett, Nominating Committee Chair via email at:
ansbar@roadrunner.com
Board members must be available to attend all Board Meetings held on the 1st Thursday of each month
at 10:00 am. Illness, travel or emergencies are excused. Associate members are not eligible unless they
become annual members of Conejo Valley Chapter.
If you can, please comment on the qualifications of your candidate(s); in particular each individual’s leadership ability and any specific area of expertise or professional background. This is entirely optional.
You are encouraged to submit more than one recommendation.
Candidate’s Name: ________________________ Phone no._________________________
Qualifications: ______________________________________________________________
Candidate’s Name: ________________________ Phone no._________________________
Qualifications: ______________________________________________________________
Candidate’s Name: ________________________ Phone no._________________________
Qualifications: ______________________________________________________________
You may use this form or simply send me an e-mail with the above information.
Forms should be sent to:
Susan Barnett
42306 Village 42
Camarillo, CA 93012
The deadline for submissions is December 30, 2015. Thank you for your participation in the process.
Thank you for your cooperation – it is greatly appreciated.
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CIO DECEMBER 2015 REPORT (by Shelly Wasserman Chapter Information Officer)
INTERESTING FACTS FROM BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI IN THE NEWS
Tony Goldwyn '82 recalled his days as a Brandeis student. Brandeis alumni and current chapter members in Southern California met the president- President Fitzgerald
Grant III of "Scandal" fame, that is.
Tony Goldwyn, who stars as the problem-plagued president of the United States in the hit television series, spoke about his
days as a Brandeis student; his roles in front of and behind the camera; and the downside of celebrity during a captivating
discussion at The Ebell theater of Los Angeles.
Goldwyn recalled Brandeis as being a "very entrepreneurial place. "I found a real community of friends at Brandeis". If students weren't cast in shows, they would get together and put on their own." He is still a committed Brandeis benefactor and
member of the alumni family.
Brandeis counts among its graduates three Pulitzer Prize winners, Emmy Award winners, best-selling authors - even a Nobel laureate. But it doesn't stop there. Brandeis graduates occupy leadership roles in virtually every walk of life. Brandeis
has been ranked among the top 35 national universities by U.S. News & World Report every year since its inception.
FUTURE EVENTS
Monday, January 4, 2016, University on Wheels, when we welcome Brandeis University Professor Joyce Antler. She
comes to us with a wealth of knowledge in women's history, social history, history of education, history as theater, Jewish
women's history, Jewish women's humor and comedians and women and gender studies. She is the author of the book
"You Never Call! You Never Write!: a History of the Jewish Mother." Event to take place at the Thousand Oaks Library 1:00 p.m. Information to follow.

Sunday, February 28, 2016 the wonderful Fritz Coleman will join us for an afternoon of laughter at Temple Etz Chaim at
1:00 P.M., 1080 E. Janss Road Thousand Oaks, CA 91360. Information to follow.
If you have any questions, suggestions, or comments, please contact Jessica: jbrra@aol.com or
Frona: kidzathart@aol.com
PLEASE VISIT US AT http://www.brandeisconejo.org for more updates

QUOTE OF THE MONTH:
"The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in the insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well-meaning but without understanding."
― Louis D. Brandeis
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CHAPTER TRIBUTES
TO

FROM

MESSAGE

Father of Alana Perper

Barbara & Abraham Weitzber

Donation In Memory of

Carl Lustig

Nancy Minkow & Sue Geiger

Get Well Soon

Bonnie Gould

BCV Board

Mazel Tov GDaughter Bat Mitzvah

Bob Rosenblum

BCV Board

Speedy Recovery

Herb Cohen

Helene & Frank Phillips

Speedy Recovery

Loretta Reshes

Lila Segal

Happy Birthday

Laraine Karelitz

BCV Board

Speedy Recovery

Laraine Karelitz

Carol Smith

Get Well Soon

Laraine Karelitz

Honey Bencomo

Speedy Recovery

Correction to August 2015 report:
To Faye Friedman: Get well soon - Should be From Monday Book Club not Rosalie Bell

Sunshine News
I am Gertie Sanders, chairperson of the "Sunshine News". We want to share your good
news. It will give us a smile. We want to share your sad news, so we can give you our
support. We want to hear about your adventure and your support for the community to
share with our members.
Please send information to: Gertie Sanders, 805-230-1252 gsanders@gmail.com
Our Beloved Edie Dellorco passed away and she will be
dearly missed by her BNC Friends.
In 2013-2014 Edith received WESTERN REGION 2013-2014
“WOMAN OF THE YEAR” AWARD
"EDITH DELLORCO – CONEJO VALLEY - For establishing and successfully
directing a Social Justice/Community Service program consisting of multiple projects
to meet the needs of the community. Edie is the consummate BNC Volunteer one of
her chapter’s most vocal supporters."
Get well wishes to:
Carl Lustig., Herb Cohen, Bob Rosenblum, Laraine Karellitz.
Wishing happiness to Ellie Puls in her new home.
Laraine sending her thanks to the Board and Brandeis members for their warm thoughts during her recovery.
We are wishing every member a healthy and fun New Year.
And what is happening in your life that you can share?
Happy Holidays! Gertie gsanders@gmail.com
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BOOK FUND HAS TRIBUTES FOR EVERY OCCASION
Brandeis Tributes are the perfect way to mark a special occasion or to simply remember someone. Your donations support a worthy cause since Book Fund money goes directly to the Brandeis Library to keep it up-to-date in all academic areas and continue all
of its’ services. Note: Your purchase of Book Fund Tributes is 100% tax deductible.
Send a Brandeis Tribute and spread warmth, kindness, caring, love, understanding and friendship.
We promise same day service.
TRIBUTE/BOOK FUND VP

Susan Uhler Ssand24K@aol.com

Books are the carriers of civilization. Without books, history is silent, literature dumb, science crippled,
thought and speculation at a standstill. — Barbara Tuchman

BOOK FUND TRIBUTE — MAIL ORDER FORM
Complete this form and mail it with your check to:
Susan Uhler
2746 Autumn Ridge Dr.
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
For telephone orders call:
Susan : 805-241-1052
Note: Orders must be accompanied by a check.
Use a separate form for each tribute.
Forms may be photocopied.
$10 Goldfarb Library at Night Card
$18 Louis Brandeis Portrait Card (Chai)
$35 LRJ with Newly Designed Inserts (red)
$55 Medical Science Journal Folio (blue)
$25 Sustaining the Mind Card
Send Tribute to:
NAME (please print): ________________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________
CITY: STATE: ZIP: __________________________________

Send Tribute From:
NAME PHONE NUMBER: ____________________________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________
CITY: STATE: ZIP: __________________________________

CHECK ONE:
IN HONOR OF: __________________________________
IN MEMORY OF: _________________________________
OCCASION: _____________________________________
(Birthday, Anniversary, Special Thank You, New Grandchild, Get Well, Bar Mitzvah, Congratulations, etc. )
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Brandeis National Committee
Conejo Valley Chapter

Place
U S P S
Stamp
Here

1421 Dorset Ave
Thousand Oaks, CA91360

Inside — University on Wheel info., Important Announcements, Photos, Study
Group News, Membership, Tributes, Tributes Form,
Nominating Committee form

CONEJO VALLEY CALENDAR

MOVED?

BOARD MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST THURS.
OF THE MONTH - 10:00 AM
TEMPLE ETZ CHAIM
MEETINGS ARE OPEN TO ALL OUR MEMBERS

DECEMBER 6—14
DECEMBER 25

HANUKKAH
CHRISTMAS

JANUARY 1st
JANUARY 4
JANUARY 7, 2016

HAPPY NEW YEAR
UNIVERSITY OF WHEELS
BOARD MEETING - 10:00

FEBRUARY 4, 2016
FEBRUARY 28, 2016

BOARD MEETING - 10:00
Special Event: Fritz Coleman 1 P.M

MARCH 3, 2016

BOARD MEETING - 10:00

APRIL 7, 2016

BOARD MEETING - 10:00

We want to be sure you
receive all the latest
Chapter news. Please notify us if you
have moved or your telephone number or email address has changed.
Contact Madeline Ellis
at 818-888-8216
or madelineellis@socal.rr.com

SAVE THE DATE
APRIL 18, 2016

MAJOR SPRING EVENT
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Check our web site for
Check
ourupdates
web siteon
for
all the
allathe
updates
on
regular basis!
a regular basis!
www.BrandeisConejo.org
www.BrandeisConejo.org

