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BNC   

Mission Statement: 
 

Brandeis National Commit-
tee is dedicated to provid-
ing philanthropic support 
to Brandeis University, a 
distinguished liberal arts 
and research university 
founded by the American 
Jewish community. Its 
membership is connected 
to the university through 
fundraising and through 
activities that reflect the 
values on which the uni-
versity was founded: aca-
demic excellence, social 
justice, nonsectarianism, 
and service to the commu-
nity. 

Welcome New Elected Board! 

 

Books N Brunch, held at North Ranch Country Club on March 31, 2011 

  

Robert Goolrick, Annie Korzen and Maggie Anton.  What a combination they turned 
out to be. Maggie Anton told us so many interesting things, about her life, Jewish his-
tory and Rashti's daughters. People who had heard her speak before found her so 
much more interesting this time around.  Annie Korzen had us in stitches.  Telling us 
all about her bargains.  She spends a lot of time trying to find the best prices on eve-
rything she buys. She gave us some really good ideas on saving money.  Rob Gool-
rick, a wonderful speaker, spoke about his life, the book industry and how he came 
to write A Reliable Wife. He is busy writing his new book which we are looking for-
ward to reading.  North Ranch Country Club really went all out.  What a fabulous 
brunch we enjoyed.  The room looked beautiful, we sold lots of books and everyone 
agreed this was the best authors event ever. 

  

BOOKS ‘N BRUNCH - A BIG SUCCESS! 

News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter 

 
www.BrandeisConejo.org 

Conejo Valley has a new elected board! 
 
The Installation of Officers Luncheon will be held on  

Tuesday, May 31st. 2011 at 10:30 a.m.  
(more details on page 3) 

  
Sunset Hills Country Club 
4155 Erbes Road 
Thousand Oaks 
 

GOLDA MEIR will be joining US! 
Download the invitation from our web site:     
www.brandeisconejo.org or contact  
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Brandeis National Committee History  
Located in Waltham, Massachusetts, Brandeis University is ranked in the top tier of universities in the 
country. Founded in 1948 and named for the late Justice Louis Dembitz Brandeis of the U.S. Supreme 
Court, it is the only nonsectarian, Jewish-founded university in the country, known for its academic ex-
cellence and ideals of social justice. At the same time as Brandeis founding, eight women from Boston, 
all leaders in the community, were asked to help in supporting this new university. They were given the 
task of building on the collection of 2,000 books in the Library, which was housed in a converted horse 

stable. The dedication and perseverance of these women, who now called themselves the National Women's Committee contin-
ues today, sixty-one years later, as the Brandeis National Committee. With over 70 chapters nationwide and over 39,000 mem-
bers, BNC is one of the largest and most successful “friends of a library organizations in the world.  Over the years, we have 
placed over one million books in the Brandeis libraries, and raised over $100 million for Brandeis University and its libraries, 
scholarship and research. Brandeis University has become one of the youngest private research universities, with ground-
breaking exploration in neurodegenerative and age-related diseases.  
            Our Conejo Valley Chapter , is proud to be a part of this wonderful endeavor. The funds we raise from our events and 
study groups help to support the development and expansion of Brandeis's Libraries. They are able 
to purchase books and research journals, restore and preserve books and film, develop information 
technology, and hire student work assistants. While most of us did not attend Brandeis University or 
have never visited, we are dedicated supporters to a university that prides itself in bringing together 
many people of different ethnic, religious and cultural backgrounds. 

followed by Annie Reznik who will enter-
tain us with her beautiful songs.  Please 
contact Joy Krieger at 805-494-1993 or 
tealovrj@gmail.com  for more information.   

             On Saturday night, July 16th we 
will enjoy dinner, a silent movie and, of 
course, popcorn.  More information will be 
available by contacting Carol Smith  at 
8 1 8 - 7 1 6 - 0 8 8 7  o r 
carolovestan@yahoo.com.  

             Of course, we want to mention 
the success of our recent Books N 
Brunch.  The interesting and dynamic mix 
of authors held the audience captive and 
entertained.  The food was great and the 
ambience was very special.  A big “thank 
you” goes to Barbara Polisky and her 
committee and Shelly Wasserman on a 
job beautifully done. 

             Frederick Lawrence, the eighth 
president of Brandeis University was offi-
cially inaugurated in March 2011.  We 
look forward to many good things to-
gether. 

             As of this report, with your help, 
we have achieved our membership and 
financial goals for 2010-2011 fiscal year.  
Thanks to our Treasurer, Honey Bencomo   

We have been having an excit-
ing year and we look forward to many 
more activities to complete this year 
and begin our next year July 1st.   

We are happy to have the participation 
of you, our valuable members, at all of 
our events.   

              We are planning our next New 
Member Coffee on Friday, May 13th.  
Please join us if you are a recent mem-
ber and have not been to our member-
ship orientations before.  Contact our 
membership Vice president, Carolyn 
Sax at :  818-865-1129 or  at : 
saxc1@aol.com for more information.   

              Our Installation of Officers and 
Board of Directors will be held at Sun-
set Hills Country Club on Tuesday, May 
31st.  Artheen Block and her committee 
have a lovely day planned.  Please see 
the invitation and reservation form in-
cluded in this newsletter and contact 
Artheen for more information at: 818-
996-3569 or amanda177@aol.com.  

              On June 13th, we will be hold-
ing a lovely breakfast event.  After 
breakfast,  John V Shields, former CEO 
of Trader Joes will speak.  He will be 

 

for helping us with the financial information.  
Thanks to Carolyn Sax, our Membership VP 
and Madeline Ellis, our Financial Secretary 
for keeping us on track with membership. 

              Thanks to all of you, our valuable 
members, we are continuing to grow and 
flourish, having fun and learning on the 
way.  We look forward to an exciting future 
together. 

 

Your Presidium 

Marsha Rosenblum 805-496-1463 

(marsha29ros@earthlink.net) 

Ellie Puls 818-889-5555 
(norm0020@yahoo.com) 

Helene Lustig 805-379-8940 
(helenelustig@yahoo.com) 

  A Message from Your Presidium 

Page 2 News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter 

Helene, Marsha, Ellie 

w w w . b r a n d e i s . e d u / n o w 

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

mailto:tealovrj@gmail.com
mailto:carolovestan@yahoo.com.
mailto:saxc1@aol.com
mailto:amanda177@aol.com.
mailto:(marsha29ros@earthlink.net)
mailto:(norm0020@yahoo.com)
mailto:(helenelustig@yahoo.com)
http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com


Page 3 News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter 

This is a great time to join Brandeis Conejo Valley.  Our April membership special is going on now and will con-
tinue through Spring.  If you join now, your membership is good for the rest of this year, and through June, 2012.  
Please tell all your friends about this wonderful opportunity to join us in giving, learning, and friendship.  

Please save the date for our next New Members’ Coffee,  
which will be held on May 13 at 9:30 a.m.   

If you are interested in receiving an invitation or know a prospective member I should invite, please email me at 
the address below. As always, feel free to call me with any questions about membership or requests 
for information about Brandeis Conejo Valley Chapter. 

Carolyn Sax, Membership Vice President 818-865-1129; saxc1@aol.com 

 Welcome New  

Members… 

Phyllis Cohen 

Sherry Crakow 

Frona and Stanley DeCovnick 

L.L. Edwards 

Nomi Freed 

Susan Girard 

Marsha Gruen 

Barbara Hadid 

Yolanda Hannifin 

Dolph Kornblum 

Peggy LaBelle 

Clifford Levine 

Norman Levy 

Jessica and Ira Pearlman 

Corrine Rosen 

Cathie Rutkin 

Marilyn Rybeck 

Annette Shniderman 

Sandra Shniderson 

Cheryl Stuback 

Karen Zerlin 

 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS LUNCHEON 

Brandeis National Committee 
Conejo Valley Chapter  
Installation of Officers  

   
May 31st, 2011 at 10:30 a.m. 

  
Sunset Hills Country Club 

4155 Erbes Road 
Thousand Oaks 

Couvert : $30.00 (RSVP by May 24, 2011) 
  

Entertainment:  Golda Meir  
 

Please tear off and return below_______________________ 
 
NAME_____________________________No. of People____ 
ADDRESS_________________________________________ 
Phone___________________________ 
Email_____________________________________________ 
 
Please select one of the following: 
  
Grilled Salmon Caesar ___ Grilled Portabello Sandwich___ 
Chicken Marsala___ 
 
Enclosed is a check for_____________ 
 
Made out to: BNC 
 
Mail to: Artheen Block       
17701 Corinthian Drive       
Encino, CA 91316 
818-996-3569 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
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Our second Ethnic Dining Study Group meet was April 5th at the Russian Tea House Kalinka, in Encino, planned 
by the “Yfat-Alvira” Team 

  

Our third Ethnic Dining event was an amazing experi-
ence. We were told that to be invited to a Russian 
Tea means one must refrain from eating for a week. 
We found out why. The table was filled to the edges 
with lovely, divine, traditional Russian cuisine.  

We had: A traditional Russian salad.  

Oladi- traditional Russian Pancakes, Belini-big, thin 
Russian Pancakes served with sour cream and home 
made jam. 

Pelmeni – Dumplings filled with meat 

Wonderful sweets and Vechernii Chai from the house 
of Tsar Romanov himself (special evening tea). 

The Tea is served in two stages. One, you pour a little of the strong brewed tea and two, you add water to your 
taste. The taste of the full strength tea is delicious as well and is served with Bubliki and Sushki (very dry round 
sweets, Russian use to make into garland and wear around the neck at the Tea Ceremony). 

Together, we relaxed and enjoyed our traditional Russian Tea. The conversations commenced the moment we all 
met and continued long after our Tea Party was officially over. We learn that in Russia, traditionally, dinning table is 
a main room where guest are greeted and  the goods continue to come for hours and hours, as part of entertain-
ment. 

Study group leaders: Have any news, pictures, stories or updates to share?  
Please email to: Alvira - alvira@woman-only.com 

 STUDY GROUPS NEWS and UPDATES: 
News   &  Views  - Conejo Valley Chapter                                    Page 5 

A new Women's Issues Group is forming.  If interested please contact 
Nancy Minkow, Study Group VP at NVMLCSW@aol.com or 805-496-6113. 
Men's Open Forum is a men's only group that meets on the 1st and 3rd 
Thursday of the month is looking for new members to join their group 
where they discuss different topics pertaining to life's issues in a safe and 
supportive environment.  If interested please contact Kal Loeb at kalan-
deve@gmail.com or call at 818-707-3455. 
A Men's Only Book Group is now up and running and looking for more 
members.  If interested please contact Bev Sklar at stephensklar@aol.com 
or call 805-449-0039. 

Nancy Minkow  NVMLCSW@aol.com  *** Lila Segal newhiplila@roadrunner.com ***   Bev Sklar stephensklar@aol.com 

HELP WANTED for a new group. Do you play mah 
jongg and your spouse play pinochle?  Please call Lila 
Segal@ 805-375-3145.  

COUPLES WANTED FOR A STUDY GROUP, Do you 
play mah jongg and your spouse plays pinochle, if interested, 
please call Lila Segal @ 805- 375-3145. 
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY  
SAN DIEGO ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

Brandeis University has a Western Regional Office of Un-
dergraduate Admissions located in San Diego.  Martin 
Vaughn is the Associate Director charged with managing 
all student recruitment activities in the Western States.  He 
will be pleased to talk with BNC members, their family or 
friends about Brandeis admissions.  Martin can be con-
tacted at mvaughn@brandeis.edu 

Page 6 News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter 

SAVE THOSE DATES 
MEMBERSHIP LUNCHEON AND  

BOUTIQUE   
OCTOBER 18, 2011,     

NORTH RANCH COUNTRY CLUB  

For Information contact  
Barbara Polisky: polisky@aol.com 

 

New Members’ Coffee,  
May 13 at 9:30 a.m.  
(details on the web site) 

 
SMALL EVENT: JUNE 13TH   

CEO OF TRADER JOE'S  
 

BNC  Summer Party  
Sat. July  16, 2011 

 IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS   

"It is the policy of Brandeis University, the Brandeis Na-
tional Committee, and the Conejo Valley Chapter that 
membership lists and event registration lists may not be 
shared with other organizations.  They are the property 
of the Conejo Valley Chapter.  In order to insure the pri-
vacy of each individual, our members may not use our 
lists for any purpose other than that for which they were 
created." 

Visit us on the web --  

www.brandeisconejo.org 

For all the latest news  
and updates! 

BNC  Summer Party  
Saturday, July 16, 2011 at 6:30 pm 

Mark your calendar  for a GREAT  evening, of unique entertain-
ment, a wonderful dinner and the camaraderie of your 
Brandeis friends and their spouses/significant others. 

  

We will meet at Roxy Rosen's in Chatsworth , a family owned 
private theatre built to house the historic 1927 Pig N Whistle 
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ. 

  

We will sing-a-long to the organ, watch 2 or 3 well  known si-
lent movies, while we munch on popcorn, followed by a deli-
cious  catered BBQ dinner , including soft drinks and dessert. 

  

All this for only $ 45.00 per person 

 
To make your reservation 
or if you have any ques-
tions call  Carol Smith at 
818-716-0887  or email 
Carol at  
carolovestan@yahoo.com 

  

Don't miss out on this 
really terrific evening! 

JUNE 13TH, 2011  
at CHABAD HOUSE 
2524 TOWNSGATE,  

Westlake Viladge          
10:00  AM.      

BRUNCH   $18.  
JOHN V. SHIELDS JR.   

CEO OF TRADER JOE'S  
THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY   

ANNE RESNICK  
SINGING SOME NEW AND OLD SONGS. 
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On April 21st, Day Time Divas enjoyed a tour of Van Nuys Airport. We learned about different small plans that land on 
this busiest small airport in the nations. We lean that the fuel tank on those plans are in their wings. We also visited their 
own Fire Station and learn about different rescue techniques as well as a special helicopter rescue. On the picture below, 
Laraine is wearing extremely heavy fire protection jacket, while we all posing in front of the CRASH” fire truck (special 
fire truck only for the airport rescue). On the left, Divas with rescue helicopter pilot and fire chef. 

 IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENTS   

News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter Page 7 

April 20, 2100 

Dear NEC Members and Chapter and Region Presidents: 

Two weeks ago I had the honor of a lifetime. As National President of BNC, I was asked to be a Marshal in the academic procession, leading a 
group of BNC representatives to their seats. I was then honored and delighted to bring greetings from the BNC at the inauguration of Brandeis 
University’s eighth president, Fred Lawrence. The entire event was so warm and meaningful and a prelude to the kind of tenure Fred will have. 

There were many BNC members at the inauguration, both in the audience and marching with us. Marion Levin, from the Boca Raton Chapter, 
said in an interview, “To me, this event was a bonus in my life which I will always remember. Walking down the aisle, wearing a cap and gown 
was such a glorious feeling.” I echo her remarks. Ellen Atlas, Former National President, said, “Being at the inauguration was very exciting.” 

Sitting on the podium, I could feel the excitement in the room. During my speech, I familiarized the audience with the background of the BNC and 
how in 63 years we have raised $121 million dollars to fund not only books and learned research journals, but also medical research and scholar-
ships. I also spoke about the wonderful feedback we have received from our members across the country who have been included in Fred’s activi-
ties during his extensive travel. They all agree he is down to earth, easy to talk to, and they look forward to helping him achieve his goal and real-
ize his vision. 

Being asked to be a part of the inauguration reinforced that BNC is a significant part of the greater Brandeis family. It was an honor to be recog-
nized as such. If you could not watch the live stream on line that day, please take the time to watch the video on 
http://www.brandeis.edu/inauguration/multimedia/index.html 

With this new era brings a new momentum for BNC. I hope you will join me in further strengthening our commitment. I wish each of you a happy 
holiday season. 

Fondly,  Leslie Pearlstein 
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News And Views Staff 

Editor In Chief: Alvira K.  
(alvira@woman-only.com) 

 
Copy Editor: Rita W. 

(bobreet@aol.com ) 

WANT TO KNOW WHAT’S  
HAPPENING??? 

 

Do you like to write and keep up with chapter 
events?  We are looking for a Publicity Writer to 
place items about our chapter’s events in local 
newspapers and magazines.  Be among the first to 
know what’s coming up and tell our world about 
it.  For more information contact: Helene Lustig 
805-379-8940 helenelustig@yahoo.com 

 

Page 8 News   &  Views  -  Conejo Chapter 

World War II Veteran to Earn Chevalier Award. 

 

On January 2011 a double ceremony to honor veterans from the war in the Persian 
Gulf and Desert Storm took place in Boynton Beach, Florida. Although we are usu-
ally writing news about our community, with Memorial Day so close, we thought 
 it was important for the Conejo chapter to learn about this event. 

 

In this ceremony, among those honored was Stanley Fauer, who served in Gen. 
George Patton’s Third Army during World War II and who is the brother of Renee 
Spero, our own Conejo Valley member. Fauer served in Normandy, France and Aus-

tria during the war and he also received a battle star at that time.  We are proud of his service to our country! 

 

Dear members of the Brandeis community,   

  
I want to share my thanks and deep appreciation with you -- 
50,000 strong around the world -- for all the support and encour-
agement I received throughout Inauguration Week. It was fantas-
tic and truly inspiring. Some 1,500 students, faculty, staff, trus-
tees, friends, supporters and dignitaries attended the ceremony 
on campus and hundreds more watched live over the internet. 
We ended the week at the Inaugural Ball, where another 1,500 
people filled the Shapiro Gym and had a night of great fun. 

 

I invite you to view coverage of the event on BrandeisNOW. It in-
cludes a wonderful slideshow of photos taken at the many events 
during Inauguration Week as well as a video of my remarks. Stay 
tuned later in the week, when we will have some additional video 
highlights. It was a great week for Brandeis -- please feel free to 
share the excitement with your friends, fellow alums and prospec-
tive students by forwarding this link. 

  
Best wishes, 

Fred Lawrence 

OPEN BOARD MEETINGS 

1st Thursday of the month 

   10:00 am 

We had to change our regular loca-
tion. Please check for a new loca-
tion before attending next board 
meeting. 
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Pictures From Books ‘N Brunch: 
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                                                     BOOK FUND HAS TRIBUTES FOR EVERY OCCASION 

 

Brandeis Tributes are the perfect way to mark a special occasion or to simply remember someone. Your 

donations support a worthy cause since Book Fund money goes directly to the Brandeis Libraries to purchase books and 
scholarly research journals in all academic areas. Note: Your purchase of Book Fund Tributes is 100% tax deductible. Send a 
Brandeis Tribute and spread warmth, kindness, caring, love, understanding and friendship. It is easier and more meaningful 
to have tribute cards sent out by Brandeis rather than Hallmark. 
 

Contact either one of us to send out your tribute. Tell us who you want it to go to, their address, for what occasion , if there is 
anything special you want to say and who to sign it from.  Please send a check when you order your card to whomever you 
ordered it from.  There are cards available at $5, $10, $18 and above. You can also buy your own  supply of tributes from us to 
keep on hand at home to send out whenever the occasion arises. 

 

CHAPTER TRIBUTES 

               TO                                                  FROM                                             MESSAGE 
                

Annie Korzen                         Conejo Valley Chapter           In appreciation 

Artheen Block                     Nina Fenster                      Get well wishes 

Artheen Block                     Ellie Puls                           Get well wishes 

Artheen Block                     Marsha & Bob Rosenblum    Get well wishes 

Artheen Block                     Honey Bencomo                 Get well wishes 

B.Balaban, Y. Aloni             Art Gallery Girls                 In appreciation 

Ben Sanders & Family         Elissa & Steve Lazarus        In memory of Ben's mother, Rose 

Eleanor Garvin                   Ellie Puls                           Happy For Her 

Joany Davidson                  Susan & Ron Braunstein      In memory of Flo Cohnstein   

Maggi Anton                      Conejo Valley Chapter         In appreciation 

Marion Mendelson               Ellen & Barry Monblatt        Happy Birthday 

Marsha & Bob Rosenblum    Gerri & Jeff Wissot              Mazel tov on your son's marriage 

Marsha & Bob Rosenblum    Lila Segal                          Mazel tov on your son's marriage 

Rhoda & Richard Reiner       Susan & Ron Braunstein      Get well wishes 

Rhoda Reiner                     Marsha & Bob Rosenblum    Get well wishes 

Rhoda Reiner                     Ellie Puls                           Get well wishes 

Robert Goolrick                  Conejo Valley Chapter         In appreciation 

Sheila Gero                        Nina Fenster                      Get well wishes 

Sheila Gero                        Ellen Monblatt                     Get well wishes 

Shelly & Paul Wasserman    Sharon & Herb Cohen         Grandson's Bar Mitzvah 

Shelly & Paul Wasserman    Lila Segal                          Grandson's Bar Mitzvah 

News   &  Views  - Conejo Valley Chapter                                    Page 10 
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Send a Brandeis Tribute and spread warmth, kindness, caring, love, understanding and friendship.  
We promise same day service. 

 

HELAINE PORTNOY  805 496-0903  helpor32@yahoo.com 

883 Hartglen Ave 

Westlake Village, CA 91361 

 

DIANE GOLDSTEIN 818 889-8064 dibbg@sbcglobal.net 

Books are the carriers of civilization. Without books, history is silent, literature dumb, science crip-
pled, thought and speculation at a standstill. — Barbara Tuchman  

BOOK FUND TRIBUTE — MAIL ORDER FORM  
Complete this form and mail it with your check to:  
 
Diane Goldstein  
29430 Hillrise Drive, Agoura Hills, 91301 
For telephone orders call:  
Diane 818-889-8064  or Helaine 805-496-0903  
Note: Orders must be accompanied by a check.  
Use a separate form for each tribute.  
Forms may be photocopied.  
 
� $5 Blue & White Tribute Card  
� $10 Goldfarb Library at Night Card  
� $18 Louis Brandeis Portrait Card (Chai)  
� $35 LRJ with Newly Designed Inserts (red) 
� $55 Medical Science Journal Folio (blue) 
� Other Major Donations 

 

Send Tribute to:  

NAME (please print): ________________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: __________________________________ 

 

Send Tribute From:  

NAME PHONE NUMBER: ____________________________ 

ADDRESS: ________________________________________ 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: __________________________________ 

CHECK ONE:  

 

� IN HONOR OF: __________________________________ 
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                  Brandeis Calendar May—July 2011 

MAY 5, 2011        BOARD MEETING - 10:00  

MAY 8, 2011        MOTHER’S DAY 

MAY 13, 2011      NEW MEMBERS’ COFFEE—9:30  

MAY 30, 2011      MEMORIAL DAY 

MAY 31, 2011      CHAPTER BOARD INSTALLATION—10:30 a.m. 

JUNE 02, 2011    BOARD MEETING - 10:00 a.m. 

JUNE 8, 2011      SHAVUOT 

JUNE 13 , 2011   BRANCH WITH CEO OF TRADER JOE'S—10:00 
JUNE 19, 2011    FATHER’S DAY 

JULY 04, 2011     INDEPENDENCE DAY  

JULY 07, 2011     BOARD MEETING - 10:00 a.m. 

JULY 16, 2011     BNC SUMMER PARTY—6:30 p.m. 

 

BRANDEIS CONEJO VALLEY CALENDAR  
OF EVENTS AND HOLIDAYS 

BOARD MEETINGS ARE THE 1ST THURS. OF THE 
MONTH - 10:00 AM  

NEW LOCATION WILL BE ANNOUNCED  

Check our website on a 
regular basis for the  

latest updates. 

www.BrandeisConejo.org 

Brandeis  University National 

 Women’s Committee                    

Conejo Valley Chapter 

2173 Hillsbury Rd. 

Westlake Village, CA 91361 

P l a c e 
U S P S 
S t a m p 
Here 

We want to be sure that you receive all 
of the information about all the activities 
that our chapter has to offer.  Much of 
our communication is sent via email be-
cause it is fast and saves postage.  If you 
do not use email, send 5 stamped, self-
addressed envelopes to Barbara 
Polisky, Fundraising 5658 Starwood 
Court,   Westlake Village, CA 91362 

Or provide us with your fax number , 
if you have one. 

IIFF Y YOUOU D DONON’’TT H HAVEAVE  EMAILEMAIL . . . . . . 
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